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SIXTH-GRADERS IN JOE SCHUMPF'S class at the William L. Buck School are tightly configured in a
small classroom.

All eyes on enrollment

Districts consider how to prepare for more students

By NICK CICCONE and MICAH DANNEY
nciccone@(iherald.com

Monitoring changes in school enrollment is an
unceasing process for school administrations, and each
of Valley Stream's four districts is in a different stage of
a.wsmentuniquetoitsnwdsmsn‘iclaoaheadyhgs
expansion plans in the works, and District 24 is consid-
ering how two new apartment buildings might impact
its student population. :

“We're at a critical point right now for determining
our needs,” said District 24 Superintendent Ed Fala
“Throughout the spring, we're going to be discmsu;g
how we'll be able to deal with that enrollment growth in
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conjunction with how we can deal with our current
enrollment.”

In the past five years, enrollment in District 24 was at
its highest in the 201213 school year, with 1,118 students.
The number fluctuated by as many as 30, but has
increased since 2014. It is expected to continue to grow in
the next two years. As of November, the district had 1,097
students enrolled.

District 24's uncertainty is centered on the additions
of the Hawthorne Apartments, on South Cottage Street,
and the Sun Valley Towers building, on Sunrise Highway
The Hawthorne's 94 units include one- and two-bedroom
apartments and are mostly rented, while the Sun Valley
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grandmother’s
life and legacy

Local man works to document
Holocaust survivors’ stories

By MICAH DANNEY
mdanney@liherald.com

Robert Fried grew up hearing
about his grandmother’s suffer-
ing and survival during the Holo-
caust. In 2013, he published a
book of poems he wrote about
her when he was a boy, and is
now dedicated to honoring her
experience and all of the victims
by helping to document more sur-
vivors' stories.

“] was always asked as a kid,
Why would you want to write
such depressing poetry?” said
Fried, 37. “I said, ‘Well, this is
what my interest is.” And 25 years
later, I wrote a book that is in
museums all around the world.”

The book, “From Generation
To...” is a collection of poems
Fried wrote between the ages of
10 and 17. They are based on his
imaginings of the accounts he
heard from his grandmother,
Rebecca Fried, 85, whose family
was sent to concentration camps
from their home in Czechoslova-
kia when the Nazis took control.
Rebecca was imprisoned at Aus-

Courtesy Robert Fried
ROBERT FRIED WROTE A
BOOK of poems based on
his grandmother Rebecca’s
memories of the Holocaust.

chwitz-Birkenau.

[lustrations in Fried's book
recreate poignant scenes that
stuck out to him as a boy, like one
of a Nazi SS guard speaking to a
young Rebecea, whe had asked
where her parents were. The

See SURVIVOR'S, page 13




Courtesy Robert Fried
ATEENAGED REBECCA FRIED after
she was liberated from a Nazi concen-

tration camp-

Survivor’s story is told

continued from front page
is pointing toward the smoke rising
from a smokestack in the background.

“Basically, ‘This is where they are,” Fried
said, “They’re up in the clouds.”

The book has been added to the collec-
tions at the United States Holocaust Memori-
al Museumn in Washington, D.C., the library
at Yad Vashem in Israel, the Jewish Museum
in Prague, Czech Republic, and the Museum
of Jewish Heritage in Manhattan.

Gathering information comes naturally

to Fried, a forensic scientist who works with
digital evidence. He helped arrange the docu-
mentation in 2012 of his grandmother’s expe-
rience aboard the famous SS Exodus, the
ship filled with Jewish refugees that attempt-
ed to land in British Mandatory Palestine, or
present-day Israel, in 1947, only to be sent
back to Germany by the British.

Fried also helped Rebecca formally identi-
fy her brother, Simcha, after she noticed the
12-year-old in a Czechoslovakian photogra-
pher’s pre-war photo that was published in a
magazine several years ago. Fried worked
with the International Center of Photogra-
phy to officially identify the boy. Simcha died
ina Nazi gas chamber. He was one of Rebec-
ca’s four brothers. Another died one month
before he would have been liberated, shot by
a German guard when he could no longer

Most recently, Fried provided ﬁnanc_ial
Support for an ongoing project by the Jew1sk3
Museum in Prague to document survivors
stories. Dozens of interviews have been
recorded. -

Fried described his commitment to hon-
oring the experience of his grandmother and
others like her as a privilege that his parents
Mdenied,“Mymnmalwaystoldusthat
they didn't have grandparents,” he said.

For Fried’s father, Alex, of Levittown,
delving into the family’s tragic past is a noble
endeavor best Jeft to his son. “My mother
falsed me,” Alex said, “so I have a more
(irect, intense relationship, whereas Rob is
90 generation removed, so he can take a dif

Micah Dan Hera
REB;QCA WAS TATTO0ED wft':w :r:/ “igs
|qent|f|catipn number at Auschwitz-
Birkenau.

ferent outlook and be more informative.”

\ Alex remembered caring for his mother
in the evenings of his childhood, when his
father would leave to work the night shift at a
bakery. Rebecca suffered seizures due to a
blow to the head from a female SS guard
when she was 14. In that way and others, the
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VICTORIA DEVINE
Student

Student

As president of the
Environment Club at
school, I plan on creat
Ing more recycling
resources, starting
with new recycle bins

As the treasurer of
our youth council, I'm
goingto fry to imple
ment alternatives for
youths by offering

M cvents geared toward
| teens.

CONNOR BYRNE
Student

MATT DiLUCCIO
Student

I plan on joining
Weight Watchers and
exercising abit to
hopefully lose a litile
weight.

Spending even more
time with my grand.
children by baking
with them, taking
them out for ice cream
and just doing some
fun things.

BARBARA BOHAN
Retired

Holocaust reached from the past to impact
};A}ex‘s life, and his mother’s trauma became
is.

For Rebecca, who lives in Brooklyn, her
grandson’s interest has provided her the
opportunity to tell her story in a way that
will be preserved, and the process has taught
her things about what was going on beyond
her personal experience. She noted that
other survivors she has talked to prefer not
to talk about their experiences, but she wants
to. “TI want people to know,” she said.

Seventy years after she was liberated, the
dark memories she carries don’t prevent her
from finding happiness. She finds it in her
family, and especially in her great-grand-
child, Rob’s infant son, Aaron,

“I look at him and he smile to me. I could
just eat him up,” Rebecca said in a thick
accent. “That’s my life. That’s my heart.”

Courtesy Robert Fried
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Mahve -

Opportunity is Knockin’!

ARE YOU A COLLEGE STUDENT? ARE YOU THE PARENT OF A STUDENT?
Do YOU KNOW A COLLEGE STUDENT WHO WANTS TO EARN $2,500 THIS SUMMER?

Paid Summer Internship =
Position Available TR

The New York Press Association Foundation is sponsoring an gigm-week paid
summer internship at this newspaper for a qualified journalism student.
student currently enrolled in a recognized journalism program
a is eligible to (;‘;lrynpete for an eight-week internship with a
net $2,500 stipend provided by NYPA. Applicants must attend
college during the 2016-2017 academic year.

Hurry! Application deadline is Mareh 1, 2016.
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New York Press Assoclation  Application forms available online at:
WWW.nynewspapers.com

clickon Member Services  clickon Internships
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REBECCA AND HER great-grandson,
Aaron Fried. b




